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Dear F rie nds
Dear G astro ente ro logists

The  first  few  mo nths  of  my  pre side ncy  have passed  and  I  have alre ady  had  the
cha nce  to  me et  ma ny  of  you  and  learn  about  your  exempla ry  pro  bono
commitme nt  fo r  UEGF and  our  me mbe r  socie tie s.  It  fills  me  with  gre at  pride  to
see so much  activit y  in  the  fie ld  of Gastro ente ro logy  and  its  subfie lds.  One  way of
rewarding  such  a  commitme nt  is  by  receiving  awards  and  priz es.  The  UEGF
Lif etime  Achievement  Award  is  go ing  to  be  pre sente d  fo r  the  second  time  at
UEGW Barce lona  and  applica tio n  is  still  open  until  March  31s t .  I  wo uld  lik e  to

enco ur age y ou to  no mina te  de serving co lle ague s fo r this pre stigio us a ward.

UEGF is  incre asingly  offe ring  educa tio na l  activitie s outside  UEGW and  the  Educa tio n  Progr amme
Committe e has imple me nte d ma ny new initia tiv es fo r  2010  and  onwards.  This  now constitute s an
impo rta nt  part  of  UEGF’s  activitie s  and  we  hope  you  will  read  about  the ir  pro gr amme s on  our
webpa ge.  I  also  recomme nd  using  the  links  to  our  16  me mbe r  socie tie s to  find  out  mo re  about
the ir e duca tio na l a ctivitie s.

Enjo y re ading!

Yours fa ithfully

Rolf H ultcr antz

UEGW

Preliminary  Pro g ramme No w Online
The  Scientific  Committe e  has  once  again  put  to gethe r  a
wo rld- class  pro gr amme  which  combine s  the  post -gr adua te
course ,  sympo sia ,  specia l  lecture s  and  origina l
pre senta tio ns.
The  pre limina ry  pro gr amme  and  the  call  fo r  abstr acts  are
now a vaila ble  online .

To d ay ’s  Science To mo rro w’s  Med icine - GI  & L iver S tem Cell S y mp osium
A very  inte resting  novelt y  at  this  year ’s UEGW is  the  inte rna tio na l  two -day
sympo sium  on  GI  and  liv er  ste m  cells,  co-orga nise d  and  hoste d  by  Hans
Clevers  and  Tania  Roska ms.  This  initia tiv e is open to  all  UEGW registr ants  at
no  extr a cost  and  pro vide s a unique  oppo rtunit y  fo r  gastro ente ro logists  and
hepato logists  to  learn  how ste m  cell  research  is impa cting  on the ir  discipline .
Speakers  will  concentr ate  on the  new unde rsta nding  tha t  ste m  cell  bio logy  is
bringing  to  regenerativ e  me dicine  and  GI  onco logy,  and  the  impo rta nt
implica tio ns this ha s fo r re search dire ctio ns a nd fo r the rapie s.

Join  the  best  ste m  cell  scientists  fro m  aro und  the  wo rld  and  don’ t  miss  this  unpre cedente d
me eting  in  a me eting!  Apply  fo r  one  of  the  40  tr avel gr ants  giv en out  to  young  clinicia n scientists
and visit the  congre ss we bsite  fo r mo re  info rma tio n.

EDU CAT ION

Ap p ly  no w!  Only  a f ew d ay s remaining  and  s till s ome p laces  lef t!

 

Inna te  Immunit y a nd the  Gut  Cholesta tic L iver Dise ase

July 16- 18  July 8- 10

EACCME applie d  EACCME applie d

Downlo ad pro gr amme  Downlo ad pro gr amme

Applica tio n De adline :  *Ap ril 4, 2010*  Applica tio n De adline :  May  10, 2010

 

UEGF Ed ucatio nal Online Po rtal – Med ical Ed ito rs  wanted !
The  UEGF Educa tio n  Progr amme  Committe e  is  curre ntly  developing  an  online  porta l  which  will
comprise  an  e- libr ary  and  an  educa tio na l  porta l  with  online  learning  mo dule s.  A positio n  fo r  a
med ical  ed ito r  has  opened  and  we  wo uld  lik e  to  dr aw  your  atte ntio n  to  this  inte resting  jo b
oppo rtunit y.

Ap p ly  until May  10, 2010 and  d ownlo ad  the d etailed  jo b  d es crip tio n here !

PUB LIC AFFAIRS

UEGF Deleg ates  in Brus sels
Mo ving  GI  d is eas es  to  the to p  o f  EU health p o licy  ag end a

On Februa ry  23- 24,  2010,  a UEGF delegatio n lead by the  Chairma n of the  UEGF
Public  Affa irs  Committe e,  Reinho ld  Sto ckbrugge r,  and  UEGF Preside nt  Elect,
Professor  Colm  O’Morain,  me t  with  key  me mbe rs  of  the  Euro pean Parlia me nt  in
Brusse ls  to  stre ngthe n  the  voice  of  UEGF as  the  umbre lla  repre senta tiv e  of
gastro ente ro logy  in  Euro pe.  Several  Membe rs  of  Parlia me nt  and  Dr.  Manue l
Halle n  fro m  the  Euro pean  Commissio n  DG Research,  gave a warm  we lcome  to
the  gue sts  fro m  UEGF,  and  all  sho wed  gre at  inte rest  in  the  fie ld  of
gastro ente ro logy  and  especia lly  in  the  four  high- prio rit y  to pics  raised by  UEGF:

Colorecta l cance r scre ening,  pancre atic  cance r, IB D and  IB S. The need fo r urge nt  actio n against  GI
dise ases was recogniz ed  by  all,  and  several  key  MEPs have  confirme d  the ir  suppo rt  fo r  furthe r
actio ns  and  events  within  the  Euro pean Parlia me nt  to  raise  awareness fo r  dige stiv e dise ases and
chro nic G I dise ases.

During  the  course  of this  visit  to  Brusse ls,  Professor  Sto ckbrugge r  and  his  colle ague s also  ente red
into  very  pro mising  discussio ns  with  the  perma nent  repre senta tio n  of  Hunga ry  to  the  Euro pean
Unio n, which will ho ld the  EU pre side ncy in the  first ha lf o f 2011.

We are  confide nt  tha t  the se me etings  have raised the  awareness fo r  GI  dise ases in  Brusse ls  and
have he lpe d to  mo ve GI  dise ases furthe r  to  the  to p of  the  EU health  po licy  agenda .  Watch  mo re
UEGF anno unce me nts o n o ur a ctivitie s in B russe ls!

R. Stoc kbrug ger  and  C.  O'Mor ain in B russels  w ith E ur opean Parlia m ent Mem ber  Paul R üb ig

EU NEW S – check the lates t Brus sels  news

Appro aches to  co lorecta l ca nce r scre ening in the  EU a nd in the  U.S.

Scientists unite  against EU pa perwo rk

Declaratio n on the  str ate gic  value  of eHealth  signe d by Euro pean Unio n
health ministe rs

To do wnlo ad the  entire  UEGF EU Ne ws- Lette r click here !

UEGF INSIDE

UEGF To d ay  and  To mo rro w – Pas t Pres id ent Malag elad a’s  clo sing  remarks
A new year  has begun  and  it  is  a good time  to  recapitula te  on wha t  UEGF has
accomplishe d so fa r  and  also,  appro pria te ly,  about  the  ma jo r  goals tha t  rema in
to  be  atta ine d.  A renewed  te am  is  in  cha rge  of  the  Federatio n  and  the y  have
the  pre ro gativ e and inde ed, the  obliga tio n to  de sign the  right str ate gie s.
To re ad the  entire  te xt ple ase click here !

UEGF Res earch Prize s up p orts  p ro mis ing  p ro jects

Markus Neur ath r eceiv ing  the P rize in V ienna  2 008 Jean-F reder ic Colom bel a t G ASTRO 2 009

The  UEGF  research  priz e  is  a  compa rably  young  initia tiv e  intro duce d  by  UEGF  to  suppo rt
outsta nding  research  pro je cts  in  Euro pean Gastro ente ro logy.  The  UEGF Scientific  Committe e uses
a tr anspa rent  selectio n  pro cess to  ide ntif y  the  best  candida te .  The  priz e is  awarde d each  year  at
the  centr al Plenary  Sessio n on the  first  day  at  UEGW with  an audie nce  of  up  to  4000  people .  The
first  awarde e  of  the  UEGF Research  Prize  was  Prof  Markus  Neur ath  in  2008  fo r  his  pro je ct  on
Molecula r  ima ging  of the  inte stina l immune  syste m  in  IB D fo llo wed by Prof Jean Frédéric  Colombe l
in  2009  (Observing  Relativ es,  I mmunit y,  Genetics  and  the  m I cro bio me  befo re  the  onse t  of
CrohN ’s dise ase) .

An  appe al  to  all  researche rs  in  gastro ente ro logy:  send  us  your
applica tio n  fo r  the  UEGF  Res earch  Prize  and  win  a research  gr ant  of
EUR 100.000!
To do wnlo ad the  applica tio n fo rm click here !

Faces  b ehind  UEGF - I nd ep end ent Co uncil Memb er MARKUS  L ERCH

We wo uld  lik e to  intro duce  the  fo llo wing  new  feature  to  our  readers  –  Faces
b ehind  UEGF .  Who  are  the  people  behind  the  name s tha t  are  activ e in  UEGF’s
boards  and  committe es –  this  is  wha t  we  wo uld  lik e to  explo re  here :  To open
this  serie s  we  wo uld  lik e  to  intro duce  Prof  Markus  Lerch.  Afte r  winning  the
electio n  in  Londo n  he  jo ine d  the  UEGF Council  as  an  Inde pende nt  Council
Membe r

W hat is  y our current af f iliatio n?

Lerch:  I a m the  Pro fessor o f G astro ente ro logy a nd se rv e as Cha irma n o f the
Departme nt o f M edicine  A and the  Univ ersit y H ospita l in G re ifsw ald, G erma ny.

W hich areas  d o  y ou co ver?

Lerch:  The De partme nt co vers G astro ente ro logy a nd H epato logy, Endo crino logy a nd
Dia bete s, G I -Onco logy, Nutritio n, Ne phro logy, Rhe uma to logy a nd Eme rge ncy M edicine .
My o wn tr aining w as in G astro ente ro logy, Endo crino logy a nd B iochemistry .

W hat is  y our ed ucatio nal b ackg ro und ?

Lerch:  I re ceived re side ncy/ fe llo wship tr aining in P atho logy ( Fre iburg) , H epato logy
(Aachen) , S urge ry ( Bosto n) , Ce ll B io logy ( Mila no) , G I -Onco logy ( Ulm) , IB D ( Homburg)
and Inte rv entio na l Endo scopy ( Münste r) .

Are y ou new to  UEGF ?

Lerch:  No, I ha ve be en a  me mbe r o f the  UEGF Scientific Co mmitte e fro m 2007 to  2010.

W hy  d id  y ou ap p ly  f o r the p ositio n as  I nd ep end ent Co uncil Memb er?

Lerch:  UEGF is a  le ading o rga niz atio n fo r pro viding the  be st e duca tio na l pro gr amme  in 
Gastro ente ro logy, with a ll its subspe cia ltie s. UEG F is a lso  thriving to  be come  the  wo rld’ s
leading fo rum fo r cutting e dge  clinica l a nd tr ansla tio na l re search. S erving o n the  co uncil
is a ll a bout finding the  right ba lance  be twe en div erge nt inte rests, be twe en fie lds o f
research, be twe en a reas o f clinica l a ctivit y, be twe en re search, e duca tio n a nd be twe en
geogr aphica l re gio ns.

Pro f  L erch o n a p ers onal no te:

Lerch:  I tha nk the  General A ssembly fo r e ntrusting me  with the  po sitio n o f Inde pende nt
Councilo r. I sha ll no t disa ppo int the m, ma inta in the  inde pende nce  expe cte d o f this
office , a nd wo rk to  ma ke UEGF an e ven stro nge r o rga niz atio n.

W elco me Pro f  L erch to  the UEGF Co uncil! ! !

This e lect roni c ne ws let ter promot es t he act ivi t ies of t he  UEGF.
Please click he re  t o uns ubs cri be from t hi s Newslet ter:  uns ubs cri be

Cont act :  UEGF Secre tari at , me dadvi ce Associat ion Ma nageme nt
Wienerbe rgs t rasse 1 1/ 12A, A-1100 Vienna / Aust ri a

Tel:  +4 3-1-997 1 6 3 9, Fax:  +4 3-1-997 1 6 3 9 –  1 0, Ema il:  offi ce@uegf.org


